60          FIRST EFFECTS OF WAR

Obviously there was little prospect of persuading the
Council to order the arrest of Egyptians upon the score
that their freedom was a source of danger to Imperial
interest.    No more could be fairly expected from
Ministers than that they would  close their eyes to
irregularities committed by Englishmen in their ser-
vice.   It is to the credit of the latter that they did
not flinch from the responsibility,  nor reckon  the
consequences  to  themselves,   if  things  went   awry.
The   situation  plainly   demanded   as   a   preliminary
measure of precaution the removal of some notoriously
disaffected  Egyptians:    but  whether  circumstances
justified the number who were detained in custody,
is more questionable.   That hesitation is accentuated
by the fact that, in Cairo, Englishmen employed as
their chief agent a Syrian of indifferent character.
There is even some reason to believe that some of his
recommendations were made to suit his own purposes.
He would be entitled to the benefit of doubt on this
point had. his  later  career  been   above   suspicion.
But it was not.    In the course of the War he was
brought  to   trial upon  charges  of  corruption  and
sentenced to a long term of imprisonment.   It would
have been better had Englishmen reposed less con-
fidence in their trusted subordinates, and it cannot
be said that the former are altogether guiltless of the
condemnation which Egyptians showered upon their
heads,    In war, errors of judgement there must be;
but oi the number which were made here some would
have teen avoided had more leisurely inquiry been
made, .and .others, if a .truer appreciation had been
formed of the capacity of the suspected individual to
injure the Allied cause.     The misfortune is that
Egyptians remembered the mistakes.
-  But there was ..one section of the Community~which
in no circumstances gould be left at liberty. The chosen
associates of the Khedive and the officers of the house-